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Notes from the President — Weeding This Music Educator’s Garden

As a child, I felt bad for the weeds be-
cause people hated them so much. I 
thought they really made lawns and gar-
dens more interesting. Gradually I suc-
cumbed to the idea that weeds are bad. 
But I don’t hate to weed. Honest. 
There’s something I love about getting 
out there with the weeds, getting a good 
hold, and pulling them out-roots and all. 

Maybe it’s my own strange version of a video game.  
Weed Hero. 

 As the school year creeps upon us, I’ve begun to feel 
the pressure from the weeds in my brain. Weeds like 
choosing all my choral music for the year, adding fun 
and exciting things to my 6th grade lesson plans, books 
I should’ve read, organizing I wish I’d gotten caught 
up on at school…the list could go on and on. I really 
wanted to attack them and accomplish so much this 
summer. Where did all the time go? 

After some reflection though, I realize I’m being hard 
on myself. I did get in that Iowa Writing Project class 
that I feel will help with my 6th grade climate. And I 
did read a great book, Choice Words by Peter Johnston, 
which really motivated me on how language can im-
prove my teaching. Besides, I desperately needed some 
quiet rejuvenation and more time spent with my won-
derful family. 

I rushed around too much last schoolyear. Sometimes 
the kids would ask me why I talk so fast and without 
skipping a beat I would reply: 

“BecauseIhavesolittletimeinwhichtoteachyoueverythi-
ngIknowbesideswehaveaconertweneedtopreparefor!” 

!

I’ve realized I need to slow down. My busy teaching 
mind needs to embrace the students and really be pre-
sent for them. Yes my plans are important but these 
kids are probably showing me some disconnect be-
cause I’m not really noticing them. I’m more 
concerned with my performance as a teacher and get-
ting the material crammed down their throats than I am 
with taking the time to connect during the beginning of 
a confusing time in their lives (6th grade). I want my 
classroom set up for learning and not teaching. 

The music room is the perfect place to have a room 
built on trust with a great climate. I want to make dif-
ferences with students one at a time, and I want to help 
students notice what they are doing well. This can only 
happen with good conversation, which involves gener-
ous listening. I’ll be tackling a new thing this year. A 
music journal. This is an activity in which the 6th grade 
students will take 3 minutes to write a little each day. 
I’m hoping it will help me accomplish a deeper level of 
communication with my students on a variety of topics, 
as well as provide an exposure to a wide range of mu-
sic they’ll listen to as they write. 

 As the weeds of my childhood made plants more inter-
esting, so too, have the weeds in my classroom. I have 
completed a partial harvest with the things I did ac-
complish this summer. I hope I can remember my goals 
and slow down a bit this year so I can properly learn 
from any weeds that might choke out my best teaching. 
The issues that arise can only force me to think about 
the best way to handle them. After all, there’s no such 
thing as a weedless garden.  Happy harvesting!

Shelley Droe



KEI Fall Workshop
Mark your calendars for October 10 for Making Connections: !Using manipula-
tives to keep the fundamentals fresh and fun, featuring Kris VerSteegt.  !Folk 
dances, singing games and other activities will be punctuated with more than 30 fun 
ways to practice absolute pitch names, rhythm syllables, note values, inner hearing, 
instrument families, numerical counting, dictation, and solfege.  Participants will re-
ceive a fabulous handout complete with masters for the manipulatives.  Cost of the 
workshop is $20 for members, $25 for non-members and $5 for students.  Lunch is 
provided.  Visit www.kodalyiowa.org for registration information.  Come join us for a 
fresh and fun way to kick off the school year!

Note, the workshop is at a new location - Ashland Ridge Elementary in Ankeny.  Take I-35 to exit 
96. !Head west. !At the stop sign, head south on Hwy 69 (Ankeny BLVD). !At the stop light (by Ca-
sey's), head west on 36th street. !At the stop sign, head south on Ash Dr. !Ashland !Ridge is on your 
right. !Please enter through the southern most door, on the façade of the building, but near the gym-
nasium. !

Simpson Workshops
This year"s workshop series features Lillie Feierabend on September 19 with Multiple Intelligence in 
the Music Classroom and Intentional Movement in the Music Classroom.  Ms. Feierabend is na-
tionally known for her work with young children and is a frequent conference presenter.  She teaches 
at the Hartford Magnet School and is director of the Connecticut Children"s Chorus.  She is also the 
president of the Kodály Educators of Southern New England (KESNE).

On January 30 join Peter and Mary Alice Amidon for Creating a Dynamic Learning Community 
with Traditional Dance, Song and Storytelling.  The Amidons, founding members of the New Eng-
land Dancing Masters, are master teachers of dance and singing games, as well as prolific collectors 
and composers of songs for children.  They have been featured at many Orff and Kodály events 
throughout the country.

Cost is $30 per single workshop, $50 for both workshops, and $200 for both workshops and one hour 
of graduate credit.  Deadline to register is September 15.  Contact Dr. Michael Patterson at (515) 961-
1582 or (515) 961-1637 for more details.

First Iowa Orff Workshop
If you cannot attend the KEI fall workshop, catch Kris in action with FIO on August 29 in Cedar Falls.

MKMEA
Come celebrate Oktoberfest in Milwaukee on October 16-18, 2009.  Brewing up Kodály features Sr. 
Lorna Zemke as keynote speaker, and Dr. Ruth Dwyer will conduct the conference honor choir.  Don"t 
miss this opportunity to jumpstart your fall!



KEI Upcoming Events
Make plans now to attend the other events that we have scheduled for the 2009-10 school year.  Join 
us on January 23 for Best in Class, featuring chapter members sharing their expertise.  Location 
TBA.  On March 6, KEI presents Sr. Lorna Zemke, location TBA.  More info to come on both events.

Successful Kodály Program at Drake! 
We were thrilled to have 27 music educators enrolled in our Level I and Level II Kodaly Certification 
Institute at Drake University this summer. !Faculty included Barbara Sletto, Artistic Director of the 
Heartland Youth Choir; Tom Michalek from Hastings, NE who has taught at numerous midwestern 
Kodaly training sites and member of OAKE; and Thomas Sletto, Professor of Music Education at 
Drake in Des Moines. !Many of these students joined OAKE for the first time and were thrilled with all 
the new ideas they learned to bring to their classrooms this fall. !Drake hopes to offer ALL THREE 
LEVELS next summer as part of the annual Summer Music Institute, coordinated by Dr. Aimee 
Beckmann-Collier, Director of Choral Activities at Drake. !We will keep you posted for dates, levels, 
and faculty for summer 2010. !!Happy Hand-Signing! (submitted by Tom Sletto)

Did you know...
Children who know 8 nursery rhymes by age 4 are better readers by age 8. (Mem Fox)  Einstein was 
a kinesthetic learner, and 85% of people are kinesthetic learners. (Rita & Kenneth Dunn)  Music is the 
instinctive language of the child and the younger the child, the more s/he requires movement. (Zoltan 
Kodály.)  Visit http://www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/lm_mrprogrammingguide_203545_7.pdf for 
more information on the early childhood music and literacy connection. 

Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month

Composers born in August: Francis Scott Key (1780), Josef Strauss (1827), 
Claude Debussy (1862), Leonard Bernstein (1918)

Composers born in September: Ferdinand “Jelly Roll” Morton (1885), George 
Gershwin (1898), Dmitri Shostakovich (1906), John Cage (1912), Glenn Gould 
(1932)

Great New Resource!
Many music educators enjoy using the GAMEPLAN materials by Jeff Kriske and Rande DeLelles.  
Now if you visit their website www.kid-sounds.com you will find a link to iTunes playlists for all five of 
the grade levels!



Kudos to...
Dianne Aboud, Emily Chatfield, Kelly Janson, Sonia Johnson and Tom Sletto attended the IMEA May 
workshop featuring clinician Thom Bordun.  Tom Sletto taught as part of the faculty for the Drake 
Kodály levels program.  Grant Hobin took the John Armstrong summer course at Drake.  Kelly Janson 
completed Level I Kodály training at Drake, and Grant Hobin and Kris Versteegt completed Level II.  
Sylvia Munsen presented a session at the ICDA summer symposium and the Ames Children"s Con-
cert Choir gave one of the featured concerts.
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