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From the President ~ Carly Huhn

Greetings KEI! I hope this newsletter finds you settled into your school rou-
tine. Some of you are preparing for programs or parent/teacher conferences, 
or both! I am also looking forward to the MKMEA Conference in Chicago at 
the end of this month (for more information, check out www.cake.oake.org ). 
We hope to see you there! Regardless of what this month holds, I hope you 
are continuing to enjoy making music with your students.

For this newsletter I would like to share about fundraising. One person who 
had to raise support for her living expenses shared, “This experience is like a 
treasure hunt. The money is out there, you just have to know where to find it.” 

I agree completely when it comes to fundraising. When I arrived at my school, there were already 
many resources in place. However, many instruments were lacking or in need of replacing. My class-
room desperately needed Orff, classroom, and folk instruments. In addition, I wanted to provide live 
artist performances for students to watch.

There are many different fundraising opportunities available, but the best way I have found is 
through writing grants. Grants are a funding source that does not need to be reimbursed by the apply-
ing organization. Some examples of grants are foundations (through the county, school district, or 
business corporations such as Target and Theisen’s), educational grants (government programs such 
as Arts in Education), and professional music organizations (where the music teacher is a member of 
groups such as the Organization of American Kodály Educators and Sigma Alpha Iota). All the 
teacher needs to do is provide the requested information by the deadline. Once you fill out the appli-
cation, watching your school mailbox becomes an event you look forward to everyday because there 
could be good news!

In addition, there is a website called www.donorschoose.org where you can create a fund-
raising project (such as Orff instruments) and contact people you know to donate directly at the site. I 
have just tried it for the first time this year, but other KEI members such as Amy Schoene and Alicia 
Brown-Riggs have already been using it.

In the past five years of teaching in Iowa, I have helped write over $15,000 in grants to pur-
chase instruments, provide funds for field trips, and bring in professional musicians. I am constantly 
considering my students’ needs and providing them with quality education. The treasure is out 
there—you just need to look for it!
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Upcoming Events

Grab a friend and plan to attend MKMEA in Chicago October 25-
27.  Presenters include Nyssa Brown, Andrew Ellingsen, Brent 
Gault, Jo Kirk, Sue Leithold-Bowcock, Tom Michalek and Bruce 
Swank, just to name a few.  Early registration ends September 
15, so don’t delay - register today! For more information, please 
visit http://cake.oake.org 

KEI at IMEA
Mark your calendars to join hundreds of music educators from around the state at IMEA’s annual 
convention November 21-23rd in Ames.  Barb Sletto will present Motivating Music Literacy Tech-
niques for Choral Rehearsal on Thursday at 9am.  KEI board members will present Choose Your 
Partner: Partner Songs and Partner Games on Saturday at 11am.  That afternoon at 1pm Shelley 
Droe will present Improvising to Demonstrate Understanding of Essential Learnings K-6 and 
Judy Panning will present Starting Them Young. Then at 2pm Shelley will be part of the session 
Spectrum Music: A music project for Children with Autism.  

Other offerings of note at IMEA include 3 choral sessions with Dr. Mary Goetze on Thursday, 3 gen-
eral music sessions with Dr. John Feierabend on Friday and Saturday, 2 folk dancing sessions with 
Dr. Martha Riley on Friday and Saturday and a session with First Iowa Orff on Friday, just to name a 
few.  While you are enjoying the convention, give a wave to IMEA president-elect Kris VerSteegt.  
Thanks for putting together such a great convention, Kris!  

Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month
Composers born in October: Heinrich Schutz (1585) Domenico Scarlatti (1685), 
Franz Liszt (1811), Guiseppe Verdi (1813), Camille Saint-Saens (1835), George 
Bizet (1838), Alexander Gretchaninov (1864), Paul Dukas (1865), Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (1872), Charles Ives (1874), Dizzy Gillespie (1917), Ned Rorem (1923)

Composers born in November: Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632), Francois Couperin (1668), Leopold Mozart 
(1719), Carl von Weber (1786), Fanny Mendelssohn (1805), John Philip Sousa (1854), Scott Joplin 
(1868), Manuel de Falla (1876), Paul Hindemith (1895), Aaron Copland (1900), Benjamin Britten 
(1913), Randy Newman (1943)
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Congratulations to Drake’ Levels Courses!
Over 40 adults participated in a two-week course led by Tho-
mas Sletto, assistant professor of music education.  "Leading 
the Kodály Certification Course this year was rewarding, with 
the largest enrollment we've ever had. In fact, it is one of the 
largest courses in the country this summer,” says Sletto. “The 
participants were hard-working, talented, and tenacious work-
ing from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day. We ended with a thrilling 
choral concert in Sheslow auditorium conducted by Barbara 
Sletto, artistic conductor of the Heartland Youth Choir.”  Guest 
lecturers included Thomas Michalek from Nebraska and Bar-

bara Sletto of Des Moines.  During the training at Drake, 29 participants completed Level I, 11 com-
pleted Level II, and four completed Level III.  The next Kodaly Certification Course will be held in July 
of 2015 where all three levels will be offered again.  (Drake online news, Tom Sletto)

Kudos to...

Some of the Drake participants included KEI members.  Elaine Oursler completed Level I,  Patty Ha-
man completed Level II and Amy Schoene completed Level III.  (Patty and Amy are pictured above)  
Congratulations on your hard work and accomplishments!

This worked for me ~ Fall Activity (submitted by Kelly Janson)
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Leaves Are Falling

©

Have a tree on a board with some loose leaves.  Give one student a leaf.  S/he listens to the song and 
the teacher sings either the high do or do at the end.  The student places the leaf on the tree 
for high do and near the ground for do.



Food for Thought ~ from the selected writings of Zoltan Kodály
"Children's singing games allow a more profound insight than anything else into the primeval age of 
folk music.  Singing connected with movements and action is a much more ancient, and, at the same 
time, more complex phenomenon than is a simple song. .... In the same way as the child's develop-
ment repeats in brief the evolution of mankind, his forms of music represent a history of music; indeed 
they afford a glimpse into the prehistoric period of music.  From the reiteration of the smallest motif, 
comprising but a couple of notes, we can observe all grades of musical development up to the aver-
age stage of the European folksong... Here the child's music often touches that of adults."  (1951)

"We should read music in the same way that an educated adult will read a book:  in silence, but imag-
ining the sound." (1954)

"If one were to attempt to express the essence of this education in one word, it could only be - sing-
ing.   ....Our age of mechanization leads along a road ending with man himself as a machine; only the 
spirit of singing can save us from this fate.  .... It is our firm conviction that mankind will live the hap-
pier when it has learnt to live with music more worthily.  Whoever works to promote this end, in one 
way or another, has not lived in vain."  (1966)
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