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Notes from the President - National Board Certification

    I thought I would share with you a project 
I’m in the process of completing this month. It’s called 
the National Board Teacher Certification and is some-
thing I embarked upon at the beginning of the school 
year. It is a voluntary system certifying teachers who 
meet or exceed a certain score using high and rigorous 
standards. The process has definitely impacted my 
teaching and is some of the best professional devel-
opment I’ve ever come across. 
 You can become specifically certified in mu-
sic and many other areas of education. The require-
ments are specifically designed for the area you teach. 
There are four different entries you need to submit that 
show high quality music education based on the Na-
tional board for Professional Teaching (NBPTS) Mu-
sic Standards. 
 Entry number one involves a six minute 
video recording (unedited) that demonstrates your 
ability to implement a unit consisting of an interrelated 
sequence of lessons from your program of music in-
struction emphasizing meeting the needs of students’ 
in performance, participation, or skills. A twelve page 
written commentary is also required.
 Entry number two is a fifteen minute video 
recording (unedited) that provides evidence of the 
teachers ability to sequence and deliver instruction, 
inspire and encourage students, and provide them with 
information regarding what they are expected to know 
and be able to do. A twelve page written commentary 
is also required.
 Entry three is another fifteen minute unedited 
video recording that demonstrates how you use your 
musicianship within the teaching and learning envi-
ronment while developing musicianship in your stu-
dents. You also show your ability to use assessment as 
a means for informing your future teaching. Another 
written commentary not exceeding twelve pages is 
required.

 Entry four is the only entry for music that is 
not a video recording. For entry four the teacher is to 
demonstrate their commitment to student learning 
through their work with students’ families and com-
munity and through their development as a learner and 
a leader/collaborator. It involves a paper no longer 
than ten pages that describe and analyze up to eight 
activities or accomplishments that clearly show their 
significance in your teaching and how they impact 
children. Accompanying this must also be up to 16 
pages of documentation that supports your accom-
plishments and a two page reflective summary de-
scribing the significance of these accomplishments and 
your future plans to improve student learning.
 The other requirement to become nationally 
certified is that you must pass a test on six different 
areas at an assessment center near you. It takes ap-
proximately three hours to complete.
 Once all your data is collected and scored, 
you find out if you passed the requirements. If you 
don’t make it the first year, you can try to improve 
your score the following year until you score high 
enough to be accepted. New applicants may begin the 
process in April and I recommend you start then and 
not wait until the fall.
 Not only will all this make you a better 
teacher, but some districts offer the incentive of mov-
ing up on the pay scale if you achieve certification. 
The state of Iowa had incentives if you registered by 
12/31/07. Those who become certified will have their 
testing paid for and will receive $2,500 for ten years 
after completion, totaling $25,000
 If you’re interested, check out this site: 
http://www.nbpts.org/

Shelley Droe
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Successful Winter Workshop!
Congrats to KEI on a fabulous workshop with Mary Price.  28 people attended, included several first-time at-
tenders and some college students.  Thanks to those who attended, brought food and helped in any way.  KEI 
continues to build on a strong tradition of quality workshops and real-life applications for music educators.

First Iowa Orff Spring Workshop
On April 19, Denise Gagne will present Singing Games and Other Activities for the Orff Schulwerk Classroom.  
The workshop is from 9am-3pm, and the cost is $40.  Denise Gagne is a well-known clinician (you may have 
seen her at IMEA), and she has published many collections for children including the Actions Songs, Movement 
Songs, Alphabet Songs and Singing Games books.  She received her Kodály training from the University of 
Calgary with Lois Choksy. Visit www.firstiowaorff.org for more details.

Artie Almedia Workshop
On May 10, Artie Almedia, author of Mallet Madness, will present a workshop at 
Meredith Middle School in Des Moines.  This event is sponsored by IMEA, Des 
Moines Schools and West Music.  Area teachers, including Kris VerSteegt, will pre-
sent Friday May 9, and re-certification credit is available to those who attend both 
days.   The cost is yet to be determined.

Reading Rainbow
Do you ever find yourself in need of a new video?  Your local Area Education Agency may have just what you 
need.  The hit PBS show Reading Rainbow has several episodes that are based on musical themes, and you can 
borrow these from your AEA free of charge.  You might even find that your school media center already has 
some of these videos.  Musical titles include Abiyoyo, Barn Dance, Berlioz the Bear, Borreguita and the Coyote, 
A Chair for My Mother, Duncan and Dolores, Follow the Drinking Gourd, Hip Cat, Mama Don’t Allow, Mu-
faro’s Beautiful Daughters, The Paper Crane, Sophie and Lou, Ty’s One-Man Band, When Aunt Lena did the 
Rhumba and Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin.  Topics include jazz, dance from around the world, musicians, Broadway 
musicals, the orchestra and folk music.  Some of the programs focus more on music than others, so visit 
http://www.canlearn.com/readingr/rr-alt.html to see an index of programs and to read a brief synopsis.

Congratulations to...
Kris VerSteegt will be teaching in the new Ankeny elementary building that opens in the fall of 2008.  Cynthia 
Marten’s 4th and 5th grade students performed Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado in February.  This winter 
Sonia Johnson presented a music and movement workshop for 50 area daycare providers through Ames Music 
Studios.
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This worked for me - St. Patrick’s Day!
Play Irish/Celtic music over the school PA during the week of St. Patrick’s Day.  iTunes has several 
selections from The Chieftains and the Celtic Woman albums.  Don’t forget “When Irish Eyes 
are Smiling” and “Too Ra Loo Ra Loo Ral”.

Show Irish musical instruments such as the tin whistle, the penny whistle and the bodhran. 
Play listening examples featuring these instruments,  or  invite an Irish musician into your class-
room to give a live performance.

Use Irish music for steady beat/movement activities.  Rhythmically Moving cds feature several selections.  
Consider using one for teaching an Irish folk dance.  Some instructions can be found in Teaching Movement and 
Dance by Phyllis Weikart, and they can often be adapted for use with other Irish reels and jigs. 

Two Great Titles to Help You Think Spring!

Denise Flemming’s In The Tall Tall Grass is a great choice to get students in the mood for 
spring.  Explore nature with a tiny tour guide as he journeys through the 
grass and into the world of backyard sounds.  Mallet Madness by Artie 
Almedia contains ideas for corresponding rhythm activities.

Kindergarten students will enjoy this cuddly bunny’s adventure by Marga-
ret Wise Brown, great for exploring sound.  Use classroom percussion instruments to illustrate 
the crunch of the little bunny eating, the mother rabbit pounding her feet on the ground and 
the many other sounds in the story.   Pair it with a folk song like “Mister Rabbit” and a piece 
of classical music like “Kangaroos” from Carnival of the Animals  for a hopping good time!

The Question of Copyright 
Copyright can be a sticky issue.  What and how much can you copy for students?  What if you want to share 
something in a public presentation?  Some items have unknown sources, so how do you know if they are copy-
righted?  I recently needed to create a handout for a workshop presentation, and I had some copyright questions. 
I asked a colleague who gave me some good guidelines:
 Folk repertoire is in the public domain.
 You have the right to copy 10% of a book for educational purposes.
 When in doubt, contact the author for permission.
I still had one nagging copyright question that needed clarification even after this great advice, so I decided to e-
mail the author himself and ask permission to use his material.  He was quick and very courteous with his re-
sponse and gave permission for his material to be included (with citation).  Now I can distribute my handout 
and not be concerned where it will end up and who might share something out-of-turn.  Besides, how often do 
you have an e-mail from John Feierabend in your inbox?  (submitted by Sonia Johnson)



iTunes Essentials
Looking for some new selections for your iTunes library?  Try some of these tunes to spice up your playlist.

* Mail Myself to You - John McCutcheon * Camptown Races - Beautiful Dreamer * Slumber My Darling - Ap-
palachian Journey * The Butterfly - Celtic Woman * Eensy Weensy Spider and If I Could Have a Windmill - 
Sharon Lois and Bram Great Big Hits * Hary Janos Suite: Viennese Musical Clock - Classics for Kids *
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