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At our board meeting last weekend, a question arose about the mis-
sion of KEI. What is our purpose? Why do we exist? These ques-
tions are both essential and existential. Does KEI, as one unified or-
ganization, have one unified voice? I am not sure we are there yet, 
but I believe we want to be. We are, after all, musicians and we be-
lieve in the strength and power of ensemble. 

 “Anthropologists would have us believe that the first musicians assembled through a 
primal need to synchronize. Like schools of fishes or flocks of birds, there is a need of 
living things to move together. Certainly one can see evidence of this all around us.  
But is that all? Or does the impulse to assemble move beyond synchronicity to 
synergy: to create that which is greater than the sum of its parts; to work toward a 
common goal; to sound a common voice?”

KEI’s voice seems to say many things, often all at once. We advance the work of Zol-
tan Kodály through hosting master Kodály teachers at our workshops. We support mu-
sic teachers at large through our workshops and our presence at IMEA. We promote 
membership in OAKE, the organization with which KEI is an affiliate chapter. We pro-
mote Kodály levels within our state and the Midwest. We support undergrads in music 
education through outreach. 

The good news is that there appears to be a common theme: To support music educa-
tion of the highest quality.  High quality music education which promotes music literacy 
and music making while preserving our American Folk Heritage should be the goal of 
every Kodály pedagogue. 

In my final days as chapter president, this will be my mission:  To ensure that music 
education of the highest quality is happening in Iowa. Our children deserve it. 
 
VerSteegt, K.M. (2011). One Common Voice. Iowa Music Educator 65(1), 19.



.
KEI Winter Sharing Morsels
Thanks to everyone who helped make the day a success!  We had 21 in attendance, including some 
ISU students, and we had a great time sharing singing games for upper elementary and listening les-
son ideas.  We enjoyed great fellowship and food, including the following requested recipes:

Butternut Squash Soup 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/the-essence-of-emeril/butternut-squash-soup-recipe/index.html
Tip: if you have time, it is easier to roast the squash.  Poke fork holes and roast for 1 hour in a 350 
degree oven, turning the squash over halfway through.

Mary Haman’s Favorite Crispy Squares (Patty Haman’s Grandmother’s recipe)
Combine 1/2 c light corn syrup, 1/4 c brown sugar and dash of salt in a large saucepan and bring to 
full boil. Then stir in 3/4 to 1 c peanut butter. Remove from heat and stir in the following in this order: 1 
tsp vanilla, 2 c crisp rice cereal (or special K), 1 c corn flakes, slightly crushed, 6 oz chocolate chips. 
(Tip: the amount you stir the chips determines how much the chocolate will spread)  Press in a 9x9 
buttered pan. Chill and cut into square.  Doubling the recipe yields a 9x13 pan.

One item to note, some people asked about buying yarn balls from the KEI store.  If you are inter-
ested in purchasing one, contact Kris VerSteegt so we can have them for you at the April workshop.

Spring Workshop
KEI welcomes MKMEA president Andrew Ellingsen as he presents Folk Dances and 
Singing Games on April 20th from 9am-3pm. The workshop will be held at Ashland 
Ridge Elementary School, 2600 Northwest Ash Drive in Ankeny.  Cost is $20 for 
members, $30 for non-members and $5 for students.  Mark your calendars and bring 
a friend!

Andrew teaches K-2 music in Decorah and has presented sessions at OAKE and 
MKMEA conventions.  He graduated from Luther with a degree in music education and from the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas with a MA in music education (Kodály and Orff-Schulwerk). 

Other Upcoming Opportunities
FIO will host Jay Broeker on April 13 for Sing, Play, Move: Sequential Development of Enactive 
Understanding.

This worked for me - President’s Day
Celebrate President’s Day in the music room with some of the following songs, also available as pic-
ture books: The Star-Spangled Banner, This Land is Your Land, You’re a Grand Old Flag, America the 
Beautiful, Yankee Doodle, My Country ‘Tis of Thee, God Bless America and When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home Again. 
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Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month
Composers born in February: John Williams (1932), Victor Herbert (1859), Leo 
Delibes (1836), Felix Mendelssohn (1809), Giacchino Rossini (1792), George Fre-
deric Handel (1685), Michael Praetorius (1571), Giovanni Palestrina (1528)

Composers born in March: Andrew Lloyd Webber (1948), Gwyneth Walker (1947), 
Samuel Barber (1910), Kurt Weill (1900), Bela Bartok (1881), Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov (1844), Mod-
est Moussorgsky (1839), Frederic Chopin (1810), Franz Joseph Haydn (1732), Johann Sebastian 
Bach (1685), Henry Purcell (1659)

Jazz Up the Music Room!

Looking for a way to get more jazz into your classroom?  Try reading one of these 
children’s books. Then play a selection as sung or played by the musician featured in 
the book.  Shop iTunes for many jazz albums.  Check out your school library or con-
sider selections from the following:

A-tisket A-tasket as sung by Ella Fitzgerald (illus. Ora Eitan),  Duke Ellington - The 
Prince and His Orchestra (Andrea Davis Pinkney),  If I Only Had a Horn - Young Louis Armstrong 
(Roxane Orgill),  Charlie Parker Played Be Bop (Chris Raschka),  Ella Fitzgerald - The Tale of a Vocal 
Virtuosa (Andrea Davis Pinkney), Mysterious Thelonious (Chris Raschka), Dizzy (Jonah Winter), Be-
fore John was a Giant: a story of John Coltrane (Carole Boston Weatherford), Once Upon a Time in 
Chicago: the story of Benny Goodman (Jonah Winter)

2013 Summer Opportunities
If you are thinking about summer courses, Drake will be offering several options.  All three Kodály 
levels will run July 8-19 with a $600 tuition fee. The OAKE-endorsed program faculty includes Tom 
Sletto, Barbara Sletto and Tom Michalek.  AOSA-endorsed Orff-Schulwerk Certification for Levels II 
and III will be June 17-28 for a $600 tuition fee.  Faculty includes Lisa Sullivan with Vera Flaig, Sarah 
Hassler and Meaghan Binder.  Bel Canto Music Literacy (John Armstrong Solfege Course) will run 
June 17-22 at a cost of $150 for each two day session.  For more information, contact Tom Sletto at 
thomas.sletto@drake.edu 

2013 Conventions
OAKE invites you to attend The Nature of Music: Kodály in New England in Hartford, CT March 
21-23. Plan now to join midwest Kodály music educators in Chicago for “Goin’ Down Chicago Line: 
Get on Track with Kodály” October 25-27.  Please note, there will be no fall KEI workshop as we 
encourage members to attend MKMEA. 
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Food for Thought - Pay it Forward  
During a discussion about chapter membership at our last KEI board meeting, someone commented 
that the Kodály philosophy is often shared or supported one-on-one, colleague to colleague. I think 
that is true, and it made me reflect on my own experience and who shared Kodály with me.  

I had my initial exposure with Dr. Sylvia Munsen during my methods course at ISU, and she placed 
me with a Kodály-certified cooperating teacher.  Kathy (Cumming) Seiberling mentored me for those 
8 weeks, and I consulted with her numerous times during my first year of teaching. She encouraged 
me to attend levels courses at St. Thomas and even loaned my some of the books I needed for the 
classes. Mary Schmelzer invited me to attend my first MKMEA convention with her in Nebraska, 
which is something that I would not have otherwise considered. Mary and I have carpooled various 
times to workshops and conventions since then, and I always value our conversations. With her col-
lection of songs and games, Kris VerSteegt has helped me find just the right thing to use with my kid-
dos, and she shares freely with so many others. The list goes on.

So then, if the old adage is true, I’ve done a lot of receiving but where is my giving? I’m glad to say 
that I have had the chance to share with two student teachers, even though they didn’t necessarily go 
into careers in general music. I have been able to encourage two teachers to begin their levels train-
ing at St. Thomas and have shared my books, collections and materials with them.  When a friend 
switched from high school choral to elementary general music, I was able to share books and materi-
als to get her going in her classroom, and I was amazed to see what she did with them.  Even though 
I am not in a classroom setting, I love to pass along songs and ideas for student use because I know 
the power of the right song at the right time for the right group.

Sometimes we get discouraged because our colleagues do not seem to understand or cannot get on 
board with the Kodály philosophy. We can’t fathom why fellow teachers choose to continually pass up  
workshops that we know would be so great for them and so beneficial for their students. It’s easy to 
pass judgement and get into the “If I were them, I would...” mentality without really knowing their cir-
cumstances.  We forget that there was a time when we were them, a time when our eyes had not yet 
been opened to the beautiful simplicity of Kodály teaching.  We are part of the Kodály movement be-
cause someone shared with us, showed an interest in our teaching, could see that we were struggling 
or saw the potential for growth. We want our fellow music teachers to move beyond just getting by to 
growing, flourishing and thriving. So share the love and pay it forward.  (submitted by Sonia Johnson)
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