
From the President~Patty Haman   
Happy Holiday Season!	
 	
I know I have a habit of being surprised that time is passing so quickly in the 
school year, but can you believe it is already December? It is such a fun time 
to teach music (and make music, for that matter), but the season goes very 
quickly.	
 	
For the past three years I have worked on a team that organizes our school’s 
alternative to a traditional holiday sing-along – we have a Holiday Showcase 
for the students (which is a staff variety show with a couple sing along songs 

for the kids). This idea came from a teacher who had facilitated it for years in another district when 
she served as a third grade teacher; it didn’t hurt that she is a fantastic musician as well! I know 
putting a sing along together can be a lot of extra work for a music teacher, but this idea involves 
more adults, gives the students something to enjoy, and adds a little structure to the day before break.	
 	
About a month before the showcase a signup and email goes out to staff members requesting that 
teams or individuals sign up to do an act or a skit. Participation is varied, but we have featured 
parodies of well-known songs (a PBIS themed “Do You Wanna Build a Snowman?” was well 
received), choreographed and costumed teachers dancing, and dramatic readings of favorite books 
(The Polar Express), among other things.	
 	
For the sing along portion, which is very brief (3-4 songs, depending on the number of acts), I include 
songs we have worked on in class throughout the month, including some Hanukkah and Kwanzaa 
songs, and usually one school-wide movement activity to get the kids out of their seats. One of my 
favorites was Sleigh Ride a few years ago with a movement activity from one of the Game Plan 
books. Last year we did the 12 Days of Christmas with actions the students had created in class.	
 	
No matter how you or your school regard the holiday season, I hope that it holds some time of 
refreshment and musicianship for you. I look forward to reconvening with many of you at our Winter 
Sharing session on February 3rd at Grandview University from 9:00-1:00. On that day please feel 
welcome to bring your favorite multicultural singing games and dances (and how you use them to 
reinforce music literacy skills), and be excited to learn from a few special guests who will present 
about their experience working with English Language Learners in music classrooms.	
 	
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! 
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KEI Winter Sharing - Multicultural Focus
  

During the IMEA conference, KEI members shared Not 
Just Souvenirs: Unpacking Music Literacy Skills from 
Multicultural Singing Games and Dances. Join us at 
Grandview University (Des Moines) on February 3 for 
our winter sharing as we continue the conversation of 
world music and music literacy. KEI is pleased to 
welcome Ruth Dorr (West Des Moines) and Sara McCue 
(Marshalltown) to share their expertise with us on these 
topics.

Kodály-inspired educators can use the strengths of our 
teaching strategies to welcome and bring joy to our ELL/
immigrant populations. The music classroom and musical 
performances are the perfect place to validate and 
encourage students and families to embrace the American 
experience, while cherishing and retaining their original 
culture. Ruth will share songs and games that she uses to 
accomplish these goals. 

Sara, along with her colleagues Jacob Barker and Jolene 
Kubli, will give an overview of SIOP (Sheltered 
Instruction Observation Protocol) and ELP (English 
Language Proficiency) standards as well as examples of 
SIOP lessons through the lens of a Kodály-inspired 
educator.  She will also share ideas about how to 
intentionally teach language in a music class.

Following the sessions from the presenters, all who attend 
are encouraged to bring songs, games, dances and 
children’s literature from around the world to share with 
participants. Our focus is not just incorporating world 
music into the general music classroom but rather how to 
use world music to teach rhythmic and melodic concepts. 
As usual, a soup luncheon will be provided following the 
sharing. Come in out of the cold and kick off the new year 
with KEI!

Items to Note
• New format, 9am-1pm with a short mid-morning break
• Lunch is provided at 1pm, please bring a food item to share
• KEI board will meet during/after lunch
• Cost: $15 for teachers, $10 for first-year teachers, $5 for 
college students, free for Grand View students
•Register online at kodalyeducatorsiowa.weebly.com

Upcoming Events! 

1/20/2018 - Tom Michalek, 
Simpson 

2/3/18 - KEI Winter Sharing 
Grand View, (2/10/18 snow date) 

3/22-25/18 - OAKE, Oklahoma 

City, OK 

4/14/18- Paul Corbiere, FIO 

Kudos 

Thanks to Christina Svec for her 
excellent fall workshop. More 
than 30 were in attendance! 

Congratulations to Lauren 
Fladland and her students for 
their participation in the MKMEA 
KC honor choir! 

Congratulations to Linda Martin, 
Kelly Janson, Sonia Johnson 
and Mary Schmelzer for their 
presentations at IMEA!  

Thanks to Carly Schieffer for her 
work as IMEA Convention Chair. It 
was a great weekend! 

Congratulations to Amanda 
Szuch who received an IMEA 
grant of $500 for her classroom! 



OAKE 2018 
Make plans to gather in Oklahoma City, OK for OAKE’s 
43rd annual convention. Join hundreds of music educators 
for This Land is Your Land: Music Made for You and Me 
March 22-25.

Food for thought ~ Sonia Johnson 
At MKMEA KC, I attended Alicia Brown’s session about using Spanish songs in the general music 
classroom. She made two points that resonated with me, and I shared these during the KEI session at 
IMEA:

1. Always give as much geographical and cultural information as possible about the English-
language songs that you use in the classroom. If you only source the world language songs, you 
might unintentionally convey a message that there is something strange or different about songs in 
languages other than English. Even if you can’t say precisely where an English song comes from, 
try to give the region or context.

2. Make it a point to construct manipulatives and to create literacy activities using your world 
language songs so that you elevate those songs to the same level as the English language songs in 
your curriculum. This shows that the world language songs are equally worthy of study.
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