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Just the other day, I began my preparations for the upcoming holiday. 
We unpacked our Christmas tree and decorated it, then started buying 
gifts. This is always difficult for me.  I am not really a present person 
myself--I don't like receiving gifts.  However, I do enjoy giving gifts to the 
special people in my life, not just at Christmas, but year round.  For ex-
ample, something my friend Kendra would really love catches my eye, I 
just buy it for her and give it to her when we have a moment to enjoy it 
together.  She does the same for me.   This system works out well be-

cause I only want to give people gifts that are perfect for them, and that they will carry 
with them (metaphorically or literally) for many years to come.  December 25, on the 
other hand, puts a deadline on finding the perfect gift, and I really resent the pressure I 
put on myself to find something "just right."

Finding just the right song to teach re or to teach syncopation is not dissimilar.  I don't 
really enjoy digging through my 1000+ folk songs looking for the perfect gift for my stu-
dents in time for lesson 21. I much prefer to attend as many workshops as I can, not 
really shopping for anything in particular. Then when that perfect song, game, dance, 
or poem catches my ear, I just buy it and give it to my kids when the time is right for us 
to enjoy it together.  When I use this system, I feel like I am giving my students gifts 
they can carry with them all their lives.  Only literature of unquestioned quality is 
handed down through generations: these are the gifts worth giving.

If you are in the market for some great songs, games, dances, and poems, please 
consider attending our winter sharing at Grand Avenue Baptist in Ames on Jan. 26. The 
store opens at 9 a.m.!  



KEI Winter Sharing
Kick the winter blues and start the new year off right by joining KEI for our annual winter sharing at 
Grand Avenue Baptist Church on January 26 from 9am-3pm (snowdate February 2).  We will present 
Putting the “Active” in Active Listening in the morning and Singing Games for Upper Elemen-
tary in the afternoon.  As always a delicious lunch will be provided, and the cost is only $10.  Grab a 
friend and come warm up with us!

KEI Spring Workshop
KEI welcomes MKMEA president Andrew Ellingsen as he presents Folk Dances and 
Singing Games on April 20th in Ankeny. Andrew teaches K-2 music in Decorah and 
has presented sessions at OAKE and MKMEA conventions.  He graduated from Lu-
ther with a degree in music education and from the University of St. Thomas with a 
MA in music education (Kodály and Orff-Schulwerk). Mark your calendars and plan 
now to attend.

2013 Summer Opportunities
If you are thinking about summer courses, Drake will be offering several options.  Orff-Schulwerk Cer-
tification for Levels II and III will be June 17-28 for a $600 tuition fee.  Bel Canto Music Literacy (John 
Armstrong Solfege Course) will run June 17-22 at a cost of $150 for each two day session.  All three 
Kodály levels will run July 8-19 with a $600 tuition fee.  Contact Tom Sletto at 
thomas.sletto@drake.edu for more information.

Show me the money!
If you are considering taking levels courses, there are scholarship monies available but deadlines are 
approaching so don’t delay.  The Jenö Ádáms scholarship through OAKE and the Jean Sinor scholar-
ship through MKMEA are designed to partially fund study for OAKE-endorsed programs in the US 
and Hungary.  The postmark deadlines are February 1st and April 23, and your membership must be 
current.  Visit www.oake.org and www.mkmea.com to download the applications.  OAKE members 
may also apply for the Susan Howell scholarship, which has a February 1st deadline.  ICDA members 
pursuing a graduate degree can visit http://www.iowachoral.org/general/scholarship/ to find info about 
scholarship opportunities.  Deadline is May 1.  Members of Professional Educators of Iowa can visit 
www.peiowa.org to find information about professional development scholarships.  Sigma Alpha Iota 
members can find an application for professional development scholarships at 
https://scholarselect.com/scholarships/1470-professional-development-grant.  Check into any other 
professional organizations to which you belong to see if they offer financial assistance.  Every little bit 
helps, and you will never regret the investment you make in your continued development as a Kodály 
educator.
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Congratulations to...
Kelly Janson was a Jenö Ádáms scholarship winner!  She completed her Level III certification and 
you can read about her experience in the current edition of the Envoy.  

Carly Huhn received the Kodály mastery certificate from St. Thomas, completing all three levels!  She 
was also a scholarship winner, receiving the Susan Howell and Jean Sinor awards.  She, too, was 
mentioned in the current issue of the Envoy. 

Just for fun
Just how well do you know the Hallelujah Chorus?  Could you do this?
http://www.godvine.com/What-a-Choir-of-Silent-Monks-Does-Will-Make-You-Laugh-2484.html

Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month
Composers born in December: Ludwig von Beethoven (1770), Hector Berlioz (1803), Cesar Frank 
(1822), Giacomo Puccini (1858), Jean Sibelius (1865), Zoltan Kodály (1882), Anton von Webern 
(1883), Morton Gould (1913), Dmitri Kabalevsky (1904), Henryk Gorecki (1933)

Composers born in January: Giovanni Pergolesi (1710), Muzio Clementi (1752), Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart (1756), Ernst Hoffman (1776), Franz Schubert (1797), Maurice Durufle (1902), Norman Dello 
Joio (1913), Elvis Presley (1935), Philip Glass (1937), John Taverner (1944), Dave Matthews (1967)

OAKE Convention 2013
OAKE invites you to attend The Nature of Music - Kodály in New England March 21-23 in Hartford, 
CT.
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