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From the President ~ Kris VerSteegt

The summer has flown by quickly and if you haven't returned to work as I have, you 
soon will. It is about this time each year that someone outside of teaching will men-
tion how lovely it must be to have the summers off, and I have long since stopped 
correcting them.  Those outside the profession can't possibly know how much time 
and effort we put each summer to make each school year manageable!

KEI has been busy too. Weʼve elected officers to the KEI executive board.  I will be 
staying on as president along with vice president LeAnn Houlette of United Com-
munity Schools in Boone, secretary Molly Loftin of Grinnell Schools, and treasurer 
Sonia Johnson. 

Weʼve planned a year's events.
·   In October, I will fly to Columbus to attend the MKMEA conference.
·   We'll cosponsor the incomparable Jill Trinka with First Iowa Orff in Cedar Falls (October 22). 
·   In November, KEI will give you a taste of our take on assessment at IMEA (Saturday, Novem-

ber 19 at 3:00).  Lillie Feierabend, Tom Michalek and I will be presenting other sessions    
that same day, so it should be a great day for general music!

·   On January 28, we will also feature assessment at our annual chapter sharing. 
·   We are all looking forward to a fantastic time in the hot (but not humid) sun in Phoenix at the 

OAKE National Conference March 15-17. 
·   We will finish our year by hosting Sue Leithold-Bowcock from Owatonna, MN on April 21 as 

she presents on the topics of “Match Games:  Supporting the Uncertain Singer;” and 
“Multicultural Games and Dances.”

We've updated our technology and added some features.
·    Our webmaster Shelley Droe is working on our new website and it will be ready for you soon. 
·    I created a "Kodály Educators of Iowa" facebook group and want you to join.  If you are on 

facebook, please friend me (Kris Hammitt VerSteegt) and I will add you.
·    Our secretary Molly Loftin created a "General Music Teachers in Iowa" facebook group and 

wants you to join.  If you are on facebook, please friend me (Kris Hammitt VerSteegt) and I 
will add you.

We were thrilled to have so many participants in Kodály Levels I and II at Drake this summer. It was 
fun for me to see the enthusiasm for the Kodály approach grow in each of them as the weeks 
progressed.  

All in all, it was a busy, fast-moving summer "off."



 

Kudos to...
Kris VerSteegt presented two manipulatives sessions at the Iowa Choral Directorʼs Association sum-
mer symposium in July.

Tom and Barb Sletto, along with Tom Michalek, led the Kodály levels at Drake this summer.  Nineteen 
people took the levels courses, including KEI members Lee Randall and Holly Russell.  Congrats! 

Fall Workshop Offerings

Simpson College will host Sarah Richardson on September 24.  Ms. Richardson trained 
at the Children's Theatre Company and School and received her B.A. from St. Olaf Col-
lege. She is certified in all Orff levels by the University of St. Thomas (and grew up with 
Orff Schulwerk in her own elementray school music classes!). Sarah has taught theatre 
and dance at the Children's Theatre and worked as a professional actor in the Twin Cit-
ies for many years. She currently teaches music and theatre to grades 4-9 at Lake 
Country School in Minneapolis, MN, and teaches in Orff courses around the country.

KEI and FIO will cosponsor Jill Trinka and Play Parties and Folk Music on October 22 
at UNI.  Cost is $20, and please bring a food item to share for lunch.  Pre-register and 
get carpool information by e-mailing kris.versteegt@ankenyschools.org.

Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month
Composers born in August: Francis Scott Key (1780), Josef Strauss (1827), Claude 
Debussy (1862), Leonard Bernstein (1918) 

Composers born in September: Ferdinand “Jelly Roll” Morton (1885), George 
Gershwin (1898), Dmitri Shostakovich (1906), John Cage (1912), Glenn Gould 
(1932) 

2012 Convention
OAKE invites you to attend A Grand Vision: Heritage, Hope and Harmony in Phoenix, Arizona March 
15-17, 2012.



Food For Thought
“That the economic crisis is the cause of everything?  Everything will be set right as soon as the 
economy is in order?  I do not think so.  Penury may hamper development but wealth does not al-
ways promote it either.  Money does not produce ideas.  Anyhow, there would be sufficient money 
here if only it were always spent on what is needed.  However, the most valuable things cannot be 
bought with money.  The greatest trouble is not the emptiness of the purse but the emptiness of the 
soul.  And of this we have got more than our share.” Zoltan Kodaly
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