
President’s Message ~ Carly Huhn 

Happy New Year KEI! I can hardly believe we are a full month into 2015. In light 
of our recent chapter sharing workshop about resources, I would like to reflect on 
the utilization of music education resources.

When I transitioned into my current school, the previous music teacher had been 
there for 32 years. There was a wealth of wonderful music education resources, 
books, and activities. At the end of my first year I was able to go through and sort 
all of the materials (which included such gems as Mary Helen Richards’ 
Teaching Young Children to Sing). My professional goal the next year was to 
incorporate as many different activities as possible to help prepare, present, and 
practice musical concepts. Below are some resources that I have found helpful on different topics:

Multi-cultural ideas: Roots and Branches by Campbell, McCullough, & Brabson

Kindergarten activities: Kodály in Kindergarten by Katinka Daniels

Instruments: Tyme for a Rhyme and 2nd Rhyme Around by Randy DeLelles & Jeff Kriske, Exploring 
Orff by Arvida Steen, Discovering Orff by Jane Frazee

Movement: Chimes of Dunkirk, Listen to the Mockingbird, and Sashay the Donut by New England 
Dance Masters, Teaching Movement and Dance: A Sequential Approach to Rhythmic Movement by 
Phyllis Weikart

Kodály philosophy: Kodály Today by Michel Houlahan & Phillip Tacka

Early Childhood: First Steps in Music for Infants and Toddlers and First Steps in Music for 
Preschool and Beyond by John M. Feierabend, I’m Growing Up by Mary Alice Amidon & Andy Davis, 
Music in Preschool by Katalin Forrai, and Kids Make Music, Babies Make Music Too! by Lynn Kleiner

Kodály and choir: Educating Young Singers by Mary Goetze, Angela Broeker & Ruth Boshkoff

Our state of Iowa is blessed to have many professional music organizations where networking is 
possible. (As a side note, I love how in our profession it doesn’t matter where you teach—as soon as 
you meet you become friends because “you speak the same language!”) Please take advantage by 
attending our KEI events, Orff workshops, and IMEA conferences. In addition, there are regional and 
national conventions as well, such as the upcoming OAKE in Minneapolis in March (we already have 
eight KEI members attending).

The new year is the perfect time to try new things in your classroom. Have fun exploring!
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This worked for me ~ Winter Ideas 
Snow	  -‐	  I	  know	  a	  Cold	  Lady	  who	  Swallowed	  Some	  Snow,	  Snowy	  Day,	  
5	  Li4le	  Penguins	  Slipping	  on	  the	  Ice,	  Skater’s	  Waltz	  

Bears	  -‐	  Bear	  Snores	  On,	  The	  Bear	  Went	  Over	  the	  Mountain,	  Brown	  
Bear	  Brown	  Bear,	  Polar	  Bear	  Polar	  Bear,	  Berlioz	  the	  Bear,	  Grizzly	  
Bear,	  Going	  on	  a	  Bear	  Hunt,	  At	  the	  Zoo	  -‐	  the	  Bear	  (Galynin).	  Perfect	  
for	  PK-‐1st	  as	  they	  study	  hiberna:on	  in	  their	  classrooms.	  	  

Jazz	  books	  -‐	  Charlie	  Parker	  Played	  Be	  Bop,	  A-‐Msket	  A-‐tasket,	  Jazz	  on	  a	  
Saturday	  Night,	  Mysterious	  Thelonious.	  Read	  the	  book	  and	  then	  play	  
a	  recording	  by	  the	  featured	  musician.	  Invite	  your	  jr/sr	  high	  school	  
jazz	  band	  or	  a	  jazz	  combo	  to	  do	  a	  performance	  for	  your	  students.	  

Valen:ne’s	  books	  -‐	  Love	  Me	  Tender,	  What	  a	  Wonderful	  World,	  Mail	  
Myself	  to	  You.	  Read/sing	  the	  book	  or	  play	  a	  recording	  of	  the	  song.	  

Patrio:c	  books	  -‐	  This	  Land	  is	  Your	  Land,	  You’re	  a	  Grand	  Old	  Flag,	  
America	  the	  BeauMful,	  Yankee	  Doodle	  

Other	  books	  -‐	  Ten	  Grouchy	  Groundhogs,	  When	  Marian	  Sang,	  Rap	  A	  
Tap	  Tap	  (Here’s	  Bojangles	  -‐	  Think	  of	  That!).	  Read	  the	  book	  then	  
show	  youtube	  clips	  of	  Bill	  “Bojangles”	  Robinson	  dancing.	  Read	  the	  
book	  a	  second	  :me	  adding	  unpitched	  percussion	  to	  repeated	  text.	  

Reading	  Rainbow	  Videos	  -‐	  Follow	  the	  Drinking	  Gourd,	  Hip	  Cat	  

Heart	  Beat	  Rhythm	  Composi:ons	  -‐	  Give	  students	  a	  worksheet	  of	  16	  
empty	  heart	  beats	  for	  them	  to	  fill.	  Consider	  doing	  it	  in	  pairs/groups	  
and	  have	  students	  perform	  composi:ons	  for	  the	  class.	  

Foam	  Heart	  Composi:ons	  -‐	  give	  students	  baggies	  of	  foam	  hearts	  
with	  quarter	  notes,	  eighth	  notes	  and	  rests	  drawn	  on	  them.	  Students	  
compose	  paTerns	  and	  then	  write	  them	  down	  on	  a	  worksheet.	  For	  
older	  students,	  include	  more	  complicated	  rhythm	  symbols.	  

Irish	  music	  -‐	  lots	  of	  groups	  to	  choose	  from	  for	  listening	  examples.	  
Teach	  an	  Irish	  folk	  dance.	  Invite	  a	  guest	  group	  to	  showcase	  Irish	  
instruments.	  Inves:gate	  “mouth	  music”	  (puirt	  a	  beul).	  
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Upcoming Events! 

3/19-21 - OAKE in Minneapolis 

4/11 - Paul Weller at FIO/UNI 

4/24 - Midwest Children’s Choir 

Festival, Ames 

5/15-16 - IMEA spring workshop 

w/Paul Corbiere - world drumming 

7/6-17 - Drake Kodály Levels I-III 

Congratulations! 

Carly Huhn is engaged to Michael  
Schieffer - best wishes to the 
happy couple! 

Carly Huhn tied with Colleen 
Cetera for MKMEA midwest rep! 
There will be a runoff at OAKE 
during the divisional meeting. 

KEI website 

Have you visited us online?  
kodalyeducatorsiowa.weebly.com  

Remember… 

If you are going to OAKE and 
need a roommate or carpool, 
contact Carly Huhn.  

For info about Drake levels, visit 
drake.edu/music and look under 
the educator resources tab. 

For a great nursery rhyme 
resource, perfect for encouraging 
singing at home or for leaving for 
a substitute, visit http://
www.state.lib.la.us/literacy-and-
reading/early-literacy/nursery-
rhyme-printable-mini-books 
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