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From the President ~ Carly Huhn

Hello, my name is Carly Huhn, and I am the new president of Kodály Educa-
tors of Iowa. This fall is my seventh year teaching and my third year teaching 
Kindergarten - 5th grade general music at Bowman Woods Elementary with 
Linn-Mar Schools. I have taught in a variety of school settings including two 
years overseas, two years at a rural district, and now in a suburban setting. I 
am excited to continue to be a part of music education in Iowa. I took Kodály 
Levels I and II at Drake University and completed Level III at the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. I also just finished my second summer of 
graduate school at the University of St. Thomas.

Right before classes began, my sister and I backpacked in Asia. We traveled to Japan, Thailand, In-
donesia, and South Korea. While in South Korea, we visited our cousin who teaches English. She in-
troduced us to a Korean family. While visiting with them, I sang two Korean folk songs I knew ("Ari-
rang" and "Doraji"). It was so exciting to see their faces light up and ask, "You know those songs?" 
That is the power of folk songs. I can't wait to see my students and share with them how music can 
connect people all over the world!

We have that opportunity through music. Iowa schools are becoming global, and we can tie in our 
students' own cultures with what we're teaching in our music rooms. Using genuine, authentic folk 
songs lets us as music educators enter into the world of our students. We can then meet them where 
they are and build on their body of knowledge to introduce new concepts. What an exciting time for us 
as music teachers!  I invite you to take risks: try a new singing game, learn a new folk dance, intro-
duce a song in another language for a school program. There are many resources out there, along 
with many other teachers in the state who would like to share.

There are also professional opportunities available. This fall Chicago is hosting MKMEA's Goin' 
Down Chicago Line October 25-27. More information can be found at www.cake.oake.org. I at-
tended last year's convention in Omaha, and it was excellent. I am looking forward to going to Chi-
cago and attending sessions, hearing choirs and collaborating with other Kodály teachers.  In addi-
tion, KEI will present Choose Your Partner: Partner Songs and Partner Games on November 23 at 
IMEA. We will also host a chapter sharing session on February 1 in Ames. Everyone is invited to at-
tend OAKE's National Convention, Music for Everyone: Southern Harmony, held in Atlanta, Geor-
gia March 20-22.  Finally, KEI will host Jo Kirk at Willowbrook Elementary in Altoona on April 12 as 
she presents Tip Toe to Do-Si-Do - A Movement Sequence for Greater Success in the Class-
room and Lullabies to Circle Games - Musical Development from Birth to Early Elementary.    

We hope to see you at these events. In the words of Zoltan Kodaly, "Music is for everyone!"
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.
Upcoming Events

In addition to the KEI events listed on the first page, mark your calendars for the following:

On September 7, Greater DSM Orff presents Karen Benson and Improvisation and Jazz in the 
General Music Class from 9am-1pm at Drake.

On September 14, Simpson will host Lillie Feierabend as she presents Multiple Intelligence in the 
Music Classroom.  On January 25, Nyssa Brown will share National Standards: Activities and 
Assessments with Global Music and Activities. Cost is $30 for a single workshop or $50 for both. 
Visit http://simpson.edu/music/workshops-in-music-education/ for more information.

On August 24, First Iowa Orff will host Esther D’Agrosa as she presents Compelling Connections: 
Music and Reading.  On October 5, Chris Judah-Lauder will share Engaging the Older Students.  
On January 11, Tim Purdum will present Creative Sequence: Organizing, Aligning and Writing 
Your Personalized Curriculum.  On April 5, Paul Cribari will share Planning Performances without 
Compromising Curriculum. Workshops are held at UNI and cost is $40 per event or $125 for the 
year.  For more information, visit http://firstiowaorff.org/files/2013/08/FIO-brochure-2013-14.pdf 

Grab a friend and plan to attend MKMEA in Chicago October 25-
27.  Presenters include Nyssa Brown, Andrew Ellingsen, Brent 
Gault, Jo Kirk, Sue Leithold-Bowcock, Tom Michalek and Bruce 
Swank, just to name a few.  Early registration ends September 15, 
so don’t delay - register today! For more information, please visit 

http://cake.oake.org/Chicago_Area_Kodaly_Educators/Conference_files/MKMEA%202013%20Broch
ure.pdf  

Happy Birthday to You - Composers of the Month
Composers born in August: Antonio Salieri (1750), Francis Scott Key (1780), Josef 
Strauss (1827), Claude Debussy (1862), Lili Boulanger (1893), William “Count” Ba-
sie (1904), Leonard Bernstein (1918), Branford Marsalis (1960)

Composers born in September: Johann Pachelbel (1653), Jean-Philippe Rameau (1683), Clara 
Schumann (1819), Anton Bruckner (1824), Anton Dvorak (1841), Engelbert Humperdinck (1854), 
Ferdinand “Jelly Roll” Morton (1885), Nadia Boulanger (1887), George Gershwin (1898), Dmitri 
Shostakovich (1906), John Cage (1912), Glenn Gould (1932) 
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This worked for me ~ Andrew Ellingsen
Each day in my music classroom, children echo sirens, melodic motives, and 
short rhythms as part of the warmups.  To introduce the concept of echoing to 
Kindergarteners, one of my go-to first day activities is reading the book Little 
Beaver and the Echo by Amy MacDonald.

I was first introduced to Little Beaver and the Echo by a woman named Margie. 
 Margie was presenting on children's literature in the music classroom at the 

Minnesota Music Educators Association Mid-Winter In-Service, and I think I purchased every single 
book she shared in her session!  Of those, this is definitely my favorite...

Little Beaver and the Echo tells the story of Little Beaver and his search for a friend he thinks he 
hears across the pond.  It's perfect for the loneliness some students feel on the first days of school, 
and by the end of the first reading, Kindergarteners are joining on the echoes.  I love this book, and I 
hope you will too!

Food for Thought
If you haven’t heard of the Paraguay Landfill Harmonic, check out their amazing documentary at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYmhFP3pKCk “People realize that we shouldn’t throw away trash 
carelessly. Well, we shouldn’t throw away people, either.”

“A classroom shouldn’t be about a teacher talking. It should be about students doing. The Hobart 
Shakespeareans don’t play virtual baseball. They play baseball. They don’t play Guitar Hero and 
Rock Band. They play the guitar, and they are a rock band. And when these children stay late after 
school and come in on Saturdays to study Shakespeare, they don’t take a test on Hamlet. They act 
Hamlet.”  Visit the classroom of Raif Esquith who teaches in inner city Los Angeles.  His 5th grade 
students live in poverty and most do not speak English as a first language, but in Raif’s classroom 
they soar, largely due to his high expectations.  Watch a trailor at http://www.pbs.org/pov/hobart/ and 
a performance at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYnkRvYGnEk and check your AEA library for the 
full documentary.

If you have Sudanese families in your district, consider checking out God Grew Tired of Us from 
your local library or AEA library.  You can watch a trailer of the award-winning documentary about four 
of the Lost Boys of Sudan at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sh3YULZHtUQ
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