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Notes from the President - Gear Up!

I just 'inished bik‐
ing four days of 
RAGBRAI and had 
a lot of time to 
think. Am I ready 
for the uphill 
climb of another 

school year? Yeah, I am. I can’t wait to try 
out some new things, see colleagues, and 
watch the students bump up to the next 
grade level. Hopefully, you are feeling 
ready as well?!

 Summer is such a great time of renewal. 
Ahhhhh, I love summer…hopefully you all 
spent time with loved ones, visited friends, 
caught up on sleep, brushed up on your 
hobbies and your profession, and are feel‐
ing ready for another great year of teach‐
ing music. 

Please join your KEI of'icers in building 
our organization. Let us know how we can 
help you be a more successful educator by 
getting involved and letting us know your 
needs. Our website should blossom even 
more this year and will hopefully be a 
place where you can 'ind good ideas to use 
with your students as well as see what’s 
going on in music education in our state. 

We are planning on providing 3 workshops 
this year and will start the year off with a 
great session called Planning Past To
morrow. Join us at ISU on October 4 for a 
day with Tom Michalek who teaches Ko‐

daly levels in Nebraska. Tom presented at 
the National Kodály  Convention in Chicago 
and was a big hit. This year he is present‐
ing at the  National Orff Convention, so we 
are really excited to have him here in Iowa! 
Mark your calendars and sign up online at 
our website www.kodalyiowa.org

Please contact me or any of our board 
members if we can ever be of help. We 
think KEI is a valuable organization and 
hope you will join us by bringing col‐
leagues to our workshops. We want to get 
to know you and be a resource for music 
educators in Iowa.

Have a great year!

Shelley Droe

Congratulations to...
Molly Loftin and Shelley Droe completed Orff Level 
II at Drake.  Kris VerSteegt completed the Drake 
CMP class and was the Orff instructor at the summer 
CACTUS arts camp in Des Moines.  Mary Schmel-
zer was a CMP instructor at Drake.  

Special thanks to treasurer Marsha Fries for many 
years of service.  She is retiring from that role and 
passing the baton.  Thanks for your years of hard 
work, Marsha!
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Fall Workshop at ISU
Mark your calendars for October 4 as we host Tom Michalek for Planning Past To-
morrow: Staying Ahead in the Planning Game!  This fast-paced, active session will 
focus on planning for a great school year by designing and using yearly plans, weekly 
plans and daily plans.  Components for an effective general music lesson will be dis-
cussed as participants sing, move, play games and explore activities that fit into the par-
ticular pasts of a lesson.  Tom Michalek is a K-6 general music educator in Hastings 
(Nebraska) Public Schools with 17 years of experience.  He received his Kodály Cer-
tificate from Nebraska Wesleyan University and teaches Level III pedagogy in the pro-
gram.  He has also directed two children’s choirs for ten years as part of the Nebraska 
Children’s Chorus.  Tom is past president of the Plains States Kodály Organization and  
past regional representative to the OAKE board.  He has presented sessions at national 

OAKE conferences and will present this fall at the national Orff convention.  Cost for the day is $20 for mem-
bers, $25 for non-members, $5 for non-ISU students and free for ISU students.  Lunch will be provided.  You 
can register at www.kodalyiowa.org.  Spread the word and get a jumpstart on the school year with this great 
workshop!

MKMEA Fall Conference
Join the Kodály Music Educators of Kansas as they host Kodály on the Range: Tricks for the 
Classroom, Treats for the Soul October 31-November 2, 2008.  Presenters include the Ami-
dons, John and Lillie Feierabend, Brent Gault, Leigh Ann Garner, Sr. Lorna Zemke and Ruth 
Dwyer.  Registration must be postmarked by September 15 to receive the early bird discount.  
Don’t let this fabulous opportunity pass you by!

Simpson Workshop Series
This year’s workshop series feature Jill Trinka on September 13 and Susan 
Brumfield on January 17.  Dr. Trinka directs the Kodály Institute at St. Tho-
mas in St. Paul and has published several volumes of folksongs.  Dr. Brum-
field is Associate Professor of Music Education at Texas Tech and has re-
cently published Hot Peas and Barley-O: Children’s Songs and Games from 
Scotland.  Enjoy a single workshop, or attend both for graduate credit.  For 
more information call Dr. Michael Patterson at (515) 961-1582.

National OAKE Conference - Celebrating 35 Years!
The 2009 convention will be held in Washington DC March 12-14.  Come join music educators from across the 
country for Kodály in the Capital: A Musical Legacy.
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Tips for a Successful Student-Teaching Experience, Part 2
I believe teaching is a fabulous career and I love the opportunity to create and plan for new ways for 
students to learn about music. I also believe that I have a responsibility as a teacher in a classroom to 
help aspiring teachers. I have been involved with teacher training in the music education department 
at Iowa State by providing placement for many practicum and student teachers.  

The rapport between the cooperating teacher and student teacher is crucial for the success of the 
student teacher. Expectations for the student teacher need to be stated clearly and explicitly.   I gen-
erally try to outline the concepts that the student teacher will be teaching for each grade level. After 
looking over the big picture, we sit down together and decide which grade levels the student will be 
more comfortable teaching at the beginning of the semester.  We gradually add grade levels until the 
student teacher is responsible for all grades. 

Another way to model teaching is done easily in my school because I teach in a 3 or 4 unit school and 
sometimes at the beginning of the semester I will ask a student teacher if they want to try something 
after they have seen the lesson the first two times.  This has been a very efficient way to learn some 
teaching skills but does not allow the student teacher to do the planning. 

I am usually in the classroom observing, possibly giving a piece of advice before the next class be-
gins, and taking notes for further evaluation. I encourage the student teacher to self-evaluate and dis-
cuss the good and not so good points of the day.  I offer suggestions but encourage the student 
teacher to look for ways they would be comfortable making changes. As the semester progresses I 
hope that each student teacher can understand that their first attempt may not be their best. (I still fix 
and adjust lessons) and that it is not about them, it is about the students they are teaching. 

I look forward to my next student teacher and hope you will all consider the opportunity to help an as-
piring teacher achieve their goal.  (Submitted by Cynthia Marten)

This worked for me - Back to School ideas
Begin each gradeʼs first classes of the year with favorite singing games from 
last year to get the students singing and moving together after a long vaca-
tion.  (There will be plenty of time to review rules and expectations later in 
the class period.)  Close with a favorite song tale or song book to remind the 
students of the joy of making music as a community.

Celebrate the 2008 Summer Olympic Games by listening to Olympic Fanfare 
by Leo Arnaud.  This example is a perfect length for a 2nd/3rd grade begin-
ning listening lesson.  Sections are clear-cut and easy to identify.  Listen 
again and use movement to illustrate each section.

Tired of the same old flash cards?  Engage your baseball fans with review games played with a 
baseball theme.  Questions and flash cards correspond to singles, doubles, etc, and the team with 
the most runs wins.  Throw in Take Me Out to the Ballgame for added festivity.



KEI DVD Lending Library
Take advantage of the KEI lending library featuring these workshop sessions:  The Pint-Sized Musician and Mo-
tivating Materials for the Older Beginner with Leigh Ann Mock-Garner,  A Multi-Sensory Approach to Teach-
ing Music with Brent Gault, Choral Rehearsal Strategies and Demonstration with Sylvia Munsen and Orff and 
Kodály: The Perfect Blend with Mary Price.  Each workshop consists of three dvds with approximately five 
hours of viewing material.  To request a session, e-mail Sonia Johnson with the workshop title and your mailing 
address.  View the dvd within two weeks of receiving it.  Then return it with a check for $2.00 to cover postage.  
Make checks out to KEI.  Please, no cash, for record-keeping purposes.  Happy viewing!

Quotable!
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret Mead

KEI is an affiliate of the Organization of American Kodály Educators
www.oake.org     
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